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Tell them everything
I.  That God will judge the unrepentant heart
II.   That God will forgive the repentant heart
 
Early in the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came from the LORD:  2 “This is what the LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the LORD’s house and speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of the LORD. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a word.  3 Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from his evil way. Then I will relent and not bring on them the disaster I was planning because of the evil they have done.  4 Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: If you do not listen to me and follow my law, which I have set before you, 5 and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have sent to you again and again (though you have not listened), 6 then I will make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of cursing among all the nations of the earth.’”
 
Have you ever heard someone exclaim, “TMI!  Too much information!”  A married couple talks about married couple things in the home and the children say, “Mom and dad, TMI!”  You visit elderly relatives and all they talk about are their sicknesses and illnesses, and the details of their medical procedure and you just want to scream, “TMI!”  There are times, however, when it is necessary to hear all the information.  
 
Throughout the pages of Scripture, you will find that the people of Israel were apt to disobey direct commands from the LORD.  The LORD, in turn, would send his prophets to share words of judgment to his people Israel.  For their disobedience the LORD God Almighty often threatened to send enemy nations to conquer their cities.  When this message was proclaimed by God’s prophets on the street corners and in the temple the people in Israel plugged their ears and said, “TMI!  Too much information!  We don’t want to hear this!”  Although they did not want to hear it, it was necessary that they hear everything the Lord had to say to them.  Their eternity depended on it.
Even in this present age you will find people who do not want to hear everything the Bible says.  If you recall seeing our marquee sign outside last month it read, “We preach what you need to hear not what you want to hear.”  This truth applies today, the 2nd Sunday End Times called Last Judgment.  The message of God’s Word is not one that everyone wants to hear, but is necessary.  The Holy Spirit wishes to say to you and me through the prophet Jeremiah, Tell them everything: that God will judge unrepentant heart and that God will forgive the repentant heart 
 
I.  That God will judge the unrepentant heart
At the beginning of chapter 26, we discover that the prophet Jeremiah lived during the reign of Jehoiakim, ruler Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel.  The Holy Spirit came to Jeremiah and told him to go and preach in the temple courts.  The folks from the various towns and villages in Judah would be arriving for worship.  The people came expecting to praise the Lord and hear his Word.  But the message Jeremiah shared with them that day hit their hearts in a way they were not expecting.  Jeremiah’s message was one of warning to the people of Judah.  As a nation, they had not listened and obeyed the LORD’s commandments, especially the first one.  Their king promoted the worship of false gods.  Under the rule of king Jehoiakim the prophet Uriah was murdered for calling the people to repentance.  Because of their blatant disobedience the LORD sent his prophets to proclaim a message that was unpopular.  
 
All this news should have come as no surprise to the people of Israel.  1000 years prior, as they were about to march into the Promised Land, the LORD informed his people that if they did not listen and obey his rules while they lived in this inheritance, and if they did not listen to his prophets, and if they did not repent, there would be consequences.  The LORD would send enemy nations to take the crops they had planted.  They would burn their fields and take them away as captives to distant countries.  You can see why this was an unpopular message that the people did not want to hear.  They did not want to be told they had done wrong and that the LORD would send a heathen unbelieving nation to destroy the chosen nation.    
 
Before you and I point the finger at Israel and say, “Why didn’t you obey,” we need to examine our own lives.  Have you or I always listened and followed God’s laws?  Do we always pay attention to everything he tells us, or do we choose to ignore a few of the good Lord’s laws here and there?  When we examine our lives we have to admit that there are so many decrees of our LORD that we ignore.  But this morning, let’s look at a characteristic of Christian living that will challenge all of us this upcoming Christmas season; patience.  In the Bible the virtue of patience is praised in the Proverbs.  In 1Corinthians 13 the apostle Paul declares that love is patient.  In his letter to the Thessalonians (1Thes 5:14) the apostle Paul tells the Christians there to be patient with everyone.  Patience is not a suggestion by the Lord, it is a command, “You will be patient.”  It is easy to lose patience during the Christmas season.  Christmas lists from family members do not arrive in a timely manner which leads to shorter time to shop for presents, which leads to crowded shopping centers, where there are other cranky shoppers, which leads to long lines at the checkout, which leads to swiping credit cards with limits we really don’t have, which leads to frustration with the boss for not handing out the end-of-the year bonuses, which leads to the children and the spouse complaining for that expensive gift they didn’t get.  And that’s just one area of your life.  Have you been patient with everyone?  
 
For our sins God pronounces judgment.  In the case of the kingdom of Judah, God did carry out his threat of judgment.  In vs6 he threatened, “I will make this house like Shiloh.”  Where is Shiloh?  When the Israelites first began to conquer the Promise Land under Joshua, they set up the tabernacle, the place of worship, in a town called Shiloh, which was about 20 miles north of Jerusalem.  During the period of the judges, the Philistines came and destroyed the city of Shiloh and stole the Ark of the Covenant.  The LORD was saying to the people of Judah, “You don’t think I will allow an army to come into Jerusalem and take the sacred things from the temple?  Look what happened at Shiloh.”  And the LORD made good on his threat.  The people never repented.  The Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar marched into Jerusalem during the reign of Jehoikim’s son, Jehoiachin.  Just 3 months into his reign the army laid siege to Jerusalem, the people surrendered, and the Babylonians removed all the treasures from temple and deported many craftsmen and soldiers.  Jehoiachin’s son Zedekiah was placed on the throne, but he rebelled.  So Nebuchadnezzar came back and destroyed the city and the temple.
 
So also God threatens us with judgment if we do not repent of our sins.  He will make us like Shiloh.  He will destroy us forever in the fires of hell.  There we will sit and kick ourselves for all eternity for not turning away from our sins and repenting and asking the LORD for forgiveness.  Our human nature that has been corrupted by sin says, “TMI!  I don’t want to hear anymore!”  The sinful human reasoning likes to think that God will not punish us but will change his mind.  Sinful human reasoning likes to believe that all or most will go to heaven.  And when God’s Word declares contrary, that’s TMI for the sinful human mind.  It is necessary to hear everything the LORD has spoken to us in his holy righteous Word, even the truths we don’t want to hear.
 
So far this sermon has been pretty depressing.  God has threatened judgment on you, he will destroy you and all people like you who do not repent of all their sins, specifically today, the sins of impatience, for which we are all guilty, because God’s Word tells us that no one is righteous in God’s sight.  So even if you are a very patient individual, it still does not take away God’s threat of judgment.  There is no comfort when God’s law is proclaimed.  There is nothing but despair when God’s threats of punishment are preached.  But the very reason that I preach the full force of God’s judgment to you and to myself every Sunday morning is so that we do what God prays will happen in vs3, “Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from his evil way.”  True repentance comes from a heart that recognizes, “I have sinned.  I deserve God’s judgment.”  True repentance then turns away from sin and turns to Christ for forgiveness and believes that Christ will forgive.  True repentance comes from faith that believes Jesus has taken your judgment on himself.  
 

II.   That God will forgive the repentant heart
Let’s say that you are driving down the road in your car and you talking on your cell phone.  Your inattentiveness causes you to drift and you strike a pedestrian, killing him.  It is not long till you stand before the judge and he is not a happy man.  He sentences you to life in prison without parole.  You say you’re sorry and that you will not do it again.  The judge says, “The fact still remains, the law says you must be punished for this crime.”  Just before he slams his gavel down a man stands up and approaches the bench.  He says, “I will receive his judgment.”  The judge slams his gavel down and says, “You are free to go.  This man is taking your punishment.”                
 
In the same way, when threatened by God’s judgment, we repent.  But our crimes remain.  Jesus steps in and takes the punishment that God had threatened us with: I will make you like Shiloh.  Since we have repented, God has said, “I will not bring on you the disaster I was planning.  Instead, I will bring it on my Son.”  There on Calvary the Father punished his Son Jesus with the terrors of hell.  The weight of the world’s sins weighed heavy on Jesus’ soul, suffering the eternity of hell for the world.  This judgment cannot be understood or comprehended by us.  But what we can understand is that the Son allowed your judgment to be carried out on himself.  The result?  God has turned his anger away from us and onto his Son.   God has forgiven your repentant heart for the sake of his Son Jesus.  
 
Thank God that he has told us everything!  Without the gospel, the good news that Jesus took our judgment on himself, we would live this life in despair and hopelessness.  With the gospel, we have a new life that we now live, a life of repentance that wants to exercise patience and love toward all people, even when they are not patient with us.  God was patient with us, not destroying us immediately, but directing his judgment on his Son.        
 
TMI!  This weekend we had some friends over at the parsonage, one of whom was a police officer.  He was retelling some of his cop stories with all the gory details which made the women say, “TMI!”  The men however said, “Keep going! I want to hear more!”  When it comes to God’s Word we don’t always like to hear everything, especially the threats of punishment that come from God’s righteous anger over our sin.  But all the details are necessary, so that we might repent, turn away from our sins and turn to God for forgiveness.  For that we pray, Thank you Jesus, for telling us everything in your Word.  Amen.   
